TESTIMONIES
OF
AUTHORS
Concerning our POET and his WORKS.
M. SGRIBLERUS Lectori S.
BEFORE we present thee with our exercitations on this
most delectable Poem (drawn from the many volumes
of our Adversaria on modern Authors) we shall here,
according to the laudable usage of editors, collect the various
judgments of the Learned concerning our Poet: Various indeed, 5
not only of different authors, but of the same author at different
seasons. Nor shall we gather only the Testimonies of such emi-
nent Wits, as would of course descend to posterity, and conse-
quently be read without our collection; but we shall likewise
with incredible labour seek out for divers others, which, but for 10
this our diligence, could never at the distance of a few months
appear to the eye of the most curious. Hereby thou may'st not
only receive the delectation of Variety, but also arrive at a
more certain judgment, by a grave and circumspect comparison
of the Witnesses with each other, or of each with himself. Hence 15
also thou wilt be enabled to draw reflections,, not only of a
critical, but a moral nature, by being let into many particulars
of the Person as well as Genius, and of the Fortune as well as
Merit, of our Author: In which if I relate some things of little
concern peradventure to thee, and some of as little even to him; 20
I entreat thee to consider how minutely all true critics and
commentators are wont to insist upon such, and how material
they seem to themselves, if to none other. Forgive me, gentle
Pope added so persistently to the "Testimonies" that it has
seemed best to print the text in its final form of 17430.. This has been
collated with 17.290, in which the "Testimonies" first appeared.
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